THE DIGNITY IN AGING OATH

The Dignity in Aging Oath

A simple oath: To grow old in America must never mean to grow invisible. Every
elder deserves dignity, safety, and support — from health care to housing, from
caregiving to community. This is not optional compassion. It is a national oath of
care.

Why It Matters
e« By 2030, onein five Americans will be over the age of 65.

« Millions of seniors face poverty, isolation, inadequate housing, and health
insecurity.

o Elder abuse affects an estimated 1in 10 older adults each year, often
unreported.

o Caregivers, both family and professional, carry crushing emotional and
financial burdens.

Our belief: Aging is not a burden to be managed — it is a stage of life to be honored.
A just nation protects and uplifts its elders.

What We’re Saying

This is an oath to never abandon those who built the world we inherit. Elders are not
to be hidden away or neglected. They must remain connected to community,
protected from exploitation, and assured dignity until their last days.

What It Guarantees

« Comprehensive Elder Care: Accessible healthcare, home supports, and
long-term living options.

o Caregiver Support: Wage protections, respite care, tax credits, and
counseling for family caregivers.

« Elder Abuse Prevention: Stronger detection, prosecution, and protection
programs.

« Affordable Housing for Seniors: Safe, accessible, and dignified living
arrangements in every community.
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« Community Connection: Lifelong learning, volunteer opportunities, and
intergenerational programs.

Programs You’ll See

1. Community Care Hubs: Local centers combining health, meals, counseling,
and social programs for seniors.

2. Caregiver Relief Act: Paid respite programs, annual tax credits, and
workplace protections for family caregivers.

3. Elder Justice Units: Specialized state and local teams to detect, investigate,
and prosecute abuse.

4. Senior Housing Trust: Federal-state investment in affordable, accessible
housing designed for aging in place.

5. Silver Corps: Volunteer and part-time service programs for retirees to share
knowledge, skills, and mentorship.

How We’ll Make It Real
0-100 Days
« Establish a National Task Force on Aging and Caregiving.
e Expand funding for elder abuse hotlines and intervention programs.
Year 1
e Launch pilot Community Care Hubs.
o Pass caregiver tax credit legislation.
Years 2-3
e Double caregiver support services nationwide.

o Expand affordable senior housing construction through the Senior Housing
Trust.

Years 4-5
e Achieve nationwide coverage of Community Care Hubs.

« Embed elder justice units in every state.
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Accountability & Measures

Access: % of seniors with affordable care and housing options.

Caregivers: Number using tax credits, respite care, and workplace
protections.

Safety: Reduction in elder abuse cases; increased reporting and prosecution.

Connection: Rates of senior participation in volunteer, education, or
community programs.

Equity: Services extended to rural and underserved areas.

Public dashboards track senior wellbeing indicators annually.

Guardrails & Values

Dignity First: Seniors are partners in decision-making, not passive recipients.
Family Voice: Caregivers and elders co-design supports.

Equity of Access: Rural, tribal, and low-income communities prioritized.
Cultural Respect: Services provided in multiple languages and contexts.

Safety Guaranteed: Mandatory training in elder justice across providers.

Who This Helps (Snhapshots)

Dolores (72): Receives meals, health checkups, and companionship at a
local Community Care Hub.

Anthony (45): Uses caregiver tax credits and respite services to care for his
father without leaving his job.

Mrs. Chen (80): Moves into new affordable senior housing with access to on-
site health and social supports.

Raymond (67): Joins Silver Corps to mentor high school students in
carpentry.
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What Success Looks Like
In 24 Months

e Pilot Community Care Hubs serve 500,000 seniors.

« Caregiver tax credits enacted; elder abuse hotlines expanded.
In 5 Years

e Universal caregiver support services; every state with functioning elder
justice units.

e Senior housing availability expanded by 1 million units.
In 10 Years

o Aging with dignity becomes a national standard. No elder is invisible,
exploited, or abandoned.

The Commitment

The Dignity in Aging Oath is a pledge that no American will outlive their worth. Elders
will not be left behind — they will be honored, supported, and protected as vital
members of our shared republic.

Historical Reference & Value

Throughout American history, efforts to protect older citizens have marked turning
points in the nation’s understanding of dignity. The Social Security Act of 1935
established a safety net that lifted millions of seniors out of poverty. In 1965,
Medicare and Medicaid revolutionized access to healthcare for older Americans.
The Older Americans Act, also passed in 1965, created services like meals on
wheels and senior centers, embedding the principle that aging should not mean
abandonment. Yet gaps remain: elder poverty persists, caregiver burdens are
overwhelming, and abuse often goes undetected. The Dignity in Aging Oath draws
from these milestones but elevates them to a permanent civic standard — declaring
that care for elders is not charity, but a national duty.

Referenced Acts & Initiatives (Guiding Frameworks)

o Caregiver Relief Act: Provides paid respite programs, annual tax credits, and
workplace protections for family caregivers.
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o Elder Justice Units Act: Funds specialized state and local teams to detect,
investigate, and prosecute elder abuse.

e Senior Housing Trust: A federal-state partnership to expand affordable,
accessible, and dignified senior housing nationwide.

« Silver Corps Program: Creates pathways for retirees to serve as mentors,
tutors, and community volunteers, strengthening intergenerational bonds.

e Community Care Hubs Act: Establishes multi-service local centers
combining healthcare, meals, counseling, and social programming for
seniors.

Sealing Line

So itis pledged: that aging in America will never again mean invisibility — dignity and
care shall be guaranteed until life’s final day.





